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with the beginning.    Hence this Spiritual formula: the compound Unit, the variable Unit, the fixed Unit.
XIII.
The Universe is the Unit in variety. Motion is the means; Number is the result. The end is the return of all things to the Unit, which is God.
XIV. Three and Seven are the two chief Spiritual numbers.
XV.
Three is the formula of created worlds. It is the Spiritual Sign of the creation, as it is the Material Sign of dimension. In fact, God has worked by curved lines only: the Straight Line is an attribute of the Infinite; and man, who has the presentiment of the Infinite, reproduces it in his works. Two is the number of generation. Three is the number of Life which includes generation and offspring. Add the sum of four, and you have Seven, the formula of Heaven. Above all is God; He is the Unit.
After going in to see Louis once more, I took leave of his wife and went home, lost in Ideas so adverse to social life that, in spite of a promise to return to Villcnoix, I did not go.
The sight of Louis had had some mysteriously sinister influence over me. I was afraid to place myself again in that heavy atmosphere, where ecstasy was contagious. Any man would have felt, as I did, a longing to thrdw himself into the infinite, just as one soldier after another killed himself in a certain sentry box where one had committed suicide in the camp at Boulogne, It is a known fact that Napoleon was obliged to have the hut burnt which had harbored an idea that had become a mortal infection.
Louis's room had perhaps the same fatal effect as that sentry box.
These two facts would then be additional evidence in favor